
Proposal for Lighting the A-B RegionalVarsity BaseballField,
Adjacent Tennis Courts and PracticeField

On behalfof the Acton-BoxboroughRegionalSchoolSystem,youthbaseball,
communitytennisplayers,youthsoccerandyouth footballwould like to provide
additionalplayingtime andimprovesafetyfor the town’s peopleby lighting
facilities on land ownedby theActon-BoxboroughRegionalSchools.The
RegionalSchoolDistrict is amenableto enteringinto an inter-municipal
agreement,similar to thatwhich governstheuseof LearyField. This project
bringsclearpublic benefitandcan in no way be construedasroutinemaintenance.

Currently,Acton-BoxboroughYouth Baseball(ABYB) players,in additionto the
threehighschoolteamsandoneJr. High team,playbaseballin the spring,summer
andfall seasons,mostly on thehigh schoolbaseballfields andJonesField. Also,a
largenumberofcitizensusethe five tenniscourtsat the highschoolfrom April
throughOctober. Thereare alsotwo adult baseballteamsin Acton thatwill benefit
from this project, in additionto A-B Youth SoccerandPopWarnerfootball. The
public’s useofthesefacilities is limited only by weatherandavailability of
daylight.

Thisproposalis to purchaseand install a total of eight (8) galvanizedpoleswith
light fixtures, which will illuminateprimarily thevarsitybaseballfield, adjacent
tenniscourtsandpracticefootball field at Acton-BoxboroughRegionalHigh
School. In fact,ABYB BabeRuthbaseballplayerswill garnermostof thebenefit
from this projectin thattheir practiceandplay timesare limited severelyin the
springandfall dueto demandsofschoolteamsandabbreviatednaturallight. The
threeA-B High SchoolbaseballteamsandJr HS teamusethis field andthe “Jr HS
field” daily from 3pmto 6pmstartingin earlyApril throughearlyJune.School
teams’practicesandgamesgenerallyfinish at 6pm, leaving little timefor ABYB
playersandcoachesto usethatspaceduring theweek. Hence,spring season
gamesareusuallylimited to four (4) innings,andpracticesare essentiallynon-
existent.

This projectwill effectivelycreateadditionalrecreationspacein thatusagewill
increaseby up to 100%in the spring and fall ascurrentlyplay muststopat
approximately6PM (havingbegunweekdaysat 3PM), butwith lights, canbe
extendedto 9PM. During the summer,the useof theseresourceswill be extended
by approximately2 hoursperday (from 8PM to 10PM) andwill now beableto
accommodatethosewho work late andareunableto attendtheirchildren’s
baseballgamesor play tennis,duringthe earlyeveninghours.



Also, two othercommunityyouthgroupswill benefitfrom this project:Pop
WarnerFootballandA-B Youth Soccer. Both organizationsaregrowing, and
havingaccessto lit playing spacewill extendtheir abilitiesto supportmoreyouth
in theirprograms.Additional lighting fixturesattachedto the outfieldpoleswill
readilyilluminate the adjacentpracticefield for addedusage,primarily in the
springandfall.

In additionto creatingmoretime for playability for baseballandtennisplayers,the
safetyoftennisplayerswill improvedueto nettingwhich will be hungto prevent
most foul balls from landingontocourts 1 and2, potentiallyinjuring tennis
players. Also, an improvedplay surfacewill be addedto the baseballfield that
will improvewaterretention,mitigatelossof infield mix blown awayasdust,and
decreaseongoingmaintenancecostsfor ABYB.

Perthe Townof Acton OpenSpaceRecreationPlan(OSRP),this projectwill:
1) preservethe remainingrural characterof Acton and 2) improverecreational
opportunitiesfor its citizens. This is anideal location for lit play areasas,unlike
Jonesor the imminentfields at SchoolStreet,therearevirtually no citizenswho
will be affectednegativelyby lighting at this isolatedspot. Glareand light
pollution into theatmospherewill bemitigatedby thetechnologyusedin these
“green” fixtures.

TheRegionalSchoolDistrict hasconsiderableexperiencebiddingandmanaging
constructionprojects,therebyassuringqualitywork will be completedin atimely
fashion. TheRegionhasalsoagreedto absorbongoingutility coststo the benefit
of the community’stennis,baseball,football andsoccerplayersandtheirparents.

In summary,lighting thevarsity baseballfield, adjacenttenniscourtsandpractice
football field at Acton-BoxboroughRegionalHigh Schoolwill increasethe
recreationalopportunitiesand improvesafetyfor the citizensof Acton.


